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Changing Industries

ÅWomen as Principal Operator, USDA
ï2012, 13.66% of farms; 2017, 29.13% Ą 15.47% increase
ï36% American producers are women; 31.5% increase since 2012
Å500,000 more women involved in Agriculture

ÅWool/Mohair/Fiber is making a comeback
ïSupport the infrastructure

ÅLamb is too
ïFoodies, Millenialsand GenZs
ïNatural, Grass-fed

https://www.agdaily.com/insights/2017-census-of-agriculture-women-farmers/

https://www.agdaily.com/insights/2017-census-of-agriculture-women-farmers/
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Whatõs the Most Important?

Rule #1

òDo what you love and youõll never work a day in your lifeó

ÅYou will, so take  pride in it and love it

ÅIf you donõt care, canõt expect other too

Rule #2

There are no superior breeds of sheep/goats; Only superior managers

See rule #1

Rule #3

If you are passionate about it, you will love learning about it and how to be better

This will make you a superior manager and producer of products



GOAL Setting

Must ask yourself some questions:

ÅWhat animals do you want?

ÅWill they be profitable in your environment?

ÅWhat do you want those animals to be able to produce?

ÅCan they produce in your environment at a profitable level?

ÅCan you market those products where you live? In your region?

ÅDo you want to?

ÅDo you want to be profitable?

ÅIf not, need a different set of questions here.

ÅWill you enjoy pursuing the goals you have set for your operation?

ÅIf not, reassessé
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REPRODUCTION



Reproduction

ÅSeasonality, dependent on hours of daylight
ïSeasonally polyestrus******

ÅSheep
ïEstrous cycle = 17 days
ïBreeding Season = 2 cycles or 34 days
ïRam: Ewe ratio = 1:40-50

ÅGoats
ïEstrous cycle = 21 days
ïBreeding Season = 2 cycles or 42 days
ïBuck: Doe ratio = 1:40-50



Reproduction

ÅSheep/Goat
o Gestation period = ~ 5 months
ÅSingles, Twins, Triplets

o Lambs 8 -16 pounds
o Kids 7-10 pounds

ÅSome sheep are litter bearing
o Lactation period = 45 to 60 days


